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By Rachel Galvin
The Broward Sheriff’s 

Office (BSO) and City of 
Deerfield Beach teamed up 
for a special event at Quiet 
Waters Elementary on Satur-
day, May 12. Called Uniting 
Broward, this Community 
Policing Showcase included 
bounce houses, bands, en-
tertainment, food trucks, 
demonstrations and more. 
Looking up, you might have 
seen a drone flying in the air 
and deputies on horseback.

In the middle of the field 
was a boxing ring set up for 
BSO Police Athletic League 
(PAL), a special boxing pro-
gram for kids age 8 to 18. For 
only $5 a year, kids can learn 
boxing skills on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the ring 
set up at the Fire Station 
on Federal Highway and 

Uniting Broward
Community Policing Showcase

(1)	Sheriff	Israel,	State	Representative	Patricia	Williams	with	
students	and	coaches	from	BSO	PAL.	(2)	K-9	and	SWAT	take	
down	suspect	in	demonstration.	(3)	Firefighters	demonstrate	
an	extraction	from	a	car.	(4)	Even	the	stormtroopers	showed	up.

Hillsboro Boulevard. On the 
first Friday of the month, they 
have practice. To join, kids just 
need to be dedicated and show 
commitment. Everything they 
need is provided. [This is just 
one program offered through 
BSO PAL. 

See Uniting, pg. 13
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If you love craft beer, you 
will love this event presented 
by the City of Deerfield Beach 
and J.R. Dunn Jewelers. After 
having success last year, it 
is back again on Deerfield’s 
beach with over 125 beers 
from local breweries and 
even some out of state. But it 
isn’t just all about sampling 
some good brews, it is also 
about the Blues. There will 
be live bands performing 
on the stage, including the 
Mark Telesca Band (from 3 
to 4:15 p.m.), Shaw Davis & 
the Black Ties (from 4:45 to 
6 p.m.) and Jarekus Single-
ton (from 6:30 to 8 p.m.,) so 
the beach will be rockin’ all 
night long. This event also 
will include plenty of arts & 
crafts vendors. Of course, you 
have to have some good food 
to go with that beer, and there 

Oceans Brews & Blues — this Saturday!
will be plenty to choose from. 
The event runs from 3 to 8 
p.m. on Saturday, May 19. It 
is free to attend; you just pay 
to sample (or for any other 
food and items you purchase).  
Tickets are $40; $45 on event 
day (includes souvenir glass) 
with VIP tickets for $60 
(which includes early entry, 
a souvenir glass and swag). 
Must be at least 21. All items 
subject to availability. All 
sales are final.

Free Shuttle
Parking on the barrier 

island will be limited dur-
ing the event. Attendees can 
make the short walk across 
the bridge to the event or 
take the complimentary shut-
tle service. Complimentary 
parking will be available in 
The Cove Shopping Center 

(located at 1500 E. Hillsboro 
Blvd.) This shuttle service 
will run continuously from 
2:30 to 9 p.m. You will usu-
ally see people lined up in 
the middle of the parking lot 
waiting for the next shuttle.

For more information, 
including how to buy tickets, 
visit www.deerfield-beach.
com/1601/Ocean-Brews-
Blues.

By Diane Emeott
Illegal dumping has become 

a real problem in Deerfield 
Beach, according to members 
of city management and the 
city commission.

To remedy this, effective 
April 17, 2018, an extra code 
enforcement contractor, Sean 
Miller, started working at 
southwest Code Enforce-
ment, according to Director 
of Sustainable Management 
Chad Grecsek.

Despite a May 1 request by 
Commissioner Bernie Parness 
to reconsider hiring the extra 
code enforcement contractor 
that would specialize in solid 
waste, recycling, landscaping 
storm debris and nuisance 
abatement, Deerfield Beach 
city commission took no ac-
tion at this meeting to change 
its earlier decision.

Asked after the May 1 
meeting if he was the only one 
supporting reconsideration of 
the extra code officer, Parness 
said, “Yes.”

Parness explained that he 
woke up the morning after 
the April 17 commission 
meeting and realized he had 
made a mistake in voting to 
spend $110,000 to perpetuate 
a system that needs to be fixed. 
Parness believes that code en-
forcement needs to be a 24/7 
function, including nights 
and Sundays, to be effective. 
He also believes in what he 
calls “fairness for everybody” 
regarding permitting. 

“Whether you do 2,000 
water heaters a year or one, 
you have to get a permit. If 
you don’t file a permit, there’s 
no inspection. We have rules. 
The reason is safety,” he said.

After considerable discus-
sion on April 17, Deerfield 
Commission gave the go-
ahead to its Code Compliance 
contractor Calvin Giordano & 
Associates (CGA) to hire an 
additional code enforcement 
officer, with a vote of 3 to 2.  
“No” votes came from Mayor 
Bill Ganz, who said he wanted 
to see metrics supporting the 

Deerfield contracts 
extra code officer 

to help catch illegal dumping
need for/benefits of having 
this extra position, and Vice 
Mayor Gloria Battle.

Said Battle on May 1, “I 
was one of the ones who voted 
‘No.’ We should not be hiring 
this code enforcement officer. 
Then, overnight, we got hit 
with illegal dumpers — at 
6:30 a.m. I’m convinced now 
that if we had the person to 
work the overnight shift, [we 
would’ve caught the illegal 
dumpers].”

• Battle also announced an 
upcoming 9 a.m. Saturday, 
June 30 Code Enforcement 
Town Hall at Hillsboro 
Technology Center, with 
light refreshments, to educate 
residents and answer ques-
tions regarding changes in 
the city’s code.

Said Ganz, “I was one of 
the ones on the fence with this 
[hiring the extra code officer].

I was thinking we had cre-
ated a whole division to han-
dle this.” [Code Compliance 
Supervisor Bernard Pita said 
he believes CGA’s start date 
in Deerfield was Saturday, 
July 25, 2015 for the new 
code compliance division 
to be contracted by the city 
through Calvin Giordano & 
Associates].

“Now it seems they have 
been busy doing clean-up, 
not enforcement ...” Ganz 
continued, adding that after 
attending the District 2 meet-
ing on April 26, he drove 
around the area and witnessed 
instances of illegal dumping. 
“It’s a real thing.”

City Manager Burgess 
Hanson said that, at the last 
commission meeting, staff 
indicated it would bring back 
data to support the need for 
an extra code officer.

Grecsek brought back por-
tions of his budget presenta-
tion from last June. 

“It’s not just illegal dump-
ing, but also bulk collection 
that’s a problem due to the 
generous bulk collection in 
our city,” he said.

See Deerfield, pg 13


